





Table 1
Marriages and divorces in selected countries, 1970-1995

Crude marriage rate Crude divorce rate Marriages Divorces
Number of marriage per 1 000 inhabitants Number of divorces per 1 000 inhabitants (1000) (1000)
1970-74 1980-84 1990-94 1995 1970-74 1980-84 1990-94 1995 1995 1995

EUR 15 7.6 6.1 5.5 51° 1.0 1.6 1.7 1.8° 1901.5° 677.6°
B 7.6 6.3 58 51 0.8 1.7 21 3.5 51.4 35.0
DK 6.6 5.2 6.3 6.6 25 2.8 2.6 2.5 347 13.0
D 7.0 6.3 5.7 5.3 1.5 2.1 1.9 21 430.5 169.4
EL 7.7 6.7 57 6.1 0.4 0.7 0.7 1.1 64.0 11.0
E 7.6 5.3 54 5.0° - 0.4 0.7 08° 196.9° 33.1°
F 7.8 5.7 4.7 44° 0.9 1.7 1.9 20° 2547 ° 117.0°
IRL 7.3 5.8 4.7 44° - - - - 15.6° -
| 7.5 5.5 54 49° 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.5 283.0° 27.0
L 6.3 56 6.2 51 0.7 1.6 1.9 1.8 2.1 0.7
NL 8.7 5.9 6.0 5.3 11 21 20 22 81.5 342
A 6.8 6.4 57 5.3 1.4 1.9 2.1 23 42.9 18.2
P 9.4 7.4 7.0 6.6 0.1 0.7 1.2 1.2 65.8 12.3
FIN 7.9 6.1 4.9 4.6 1.7 2.0 2.6 2.7 237 14.0
S 51 45 42 38 21 24 2.4 2.6 336 225
UK 8.2 71 6.0 55°* 1.8 2.8 3.0 29° 321.0° 170.1°
IS 8.2 5.8 4.7 45 1.5 1.9 2.0 1.9 1.2 0.5
FL 6.2 6.8 9.3 13.2 - 0.8 1.2 1.2 04 0.0
N 7.3 5.2 4.7 5.0 11 1.8 2.5 2.4 21.7 104
EEA 7.6 6.1 5.5 51 1.0 1.6 1.7 1.8 19249° 688.5°
CH 7.6 6.0 55 5.1 1.0 1.6 1.7 1.8 40.8 156.7
CDN 9.0 7.6 5.9 54 1.6 2.7 2.8 2.6 160.3 77.6
USA 10.6 10.5 9.3 8.9° 4.0 5.1 47 4.4° 2336.0° 1169.0 °
J 9.9 6.5 6.1 6.4° 1.0 1.4 1.4 1.6° 791.9° 199.0°
p provisional data

Sources: Eurostat, Statistics Canada, United Nations Statistical Division, US National Center for Health Statistics, Japan Statistics Bureau

Divorce law reforms

Since 1970, divorce has been legalised in ltaly (1970), Liechtenstein (1975), Spain (1981} and Ireland (1995).
In Portugal, in 1975, divorce for couples who married in church became possible.

Parallel to the above reforms, almost all the countries under consideration have made radical amendments to
their divorce law. Major reforms have been adopted which make divorce easier by reducing the number of years
of prior separation and simplifying the procedure.

Almost everywhere in the Union, divorce is now obtainable “by mutual consent™. It is no longer a penalty for
misconduct, but the free choice of the couple concemned. As a result, the state confines itself to intervening only
after the decision has been taken and no longer has any responsibility for managing the divorce (e.g. by imposing
a clause requiring an extended period of separation).

Separation

Any comparison between countries is obviously imapired by differences in national legislation, particularly the
requirement in certain countries of a period of separation prior to the granting of a divorce. The periods vary
from country to country and sometimes depend on the grounds for divorce. It should also be pointed out that
separated couples often do not get divorced until many years after they have separated, mainiy with a view to
remarrying.



















