








NOISE A COMMON COMPLAINT

Of the complaints voiced about housing, lack of space
and poor-quality environment were most frequently cited
by Europeans (Table 5).

Across Europe, one in five households found their home
too small. The proportion is higher in Portugal and
Greece. These two Member States have the lowest
average number of available rooms per person.

Twenty-seven per cent of European households com-
plained about noise. Spaniards, ltalians and Germans

reported this nuisance in greatest numbers. This could
be explained by the fact that a substantial proportion of
the population live in apartments in these countries.

Pollution seems to concern ltalians, Greeks and Span-
iards above all. The Danes and the Irish raised this
problem least.

Twenty per cent of European households cited crime or
vandalism in the area. The proportion was 32% in the
United Kingdom, as against a mere 8% in Greece.

Table 5: Main complaints concerning housing, 1994, in %

| B]poK| D [EL] E| F JIRL]

I | L {NL]| P | UK [EUR12

Lack of space 14 16 15 30
Noise 23 15 29 26
Pollution 13 7 14 21
Vandalism 19 14 1 8

16 16 21 13 10 35 21 19
27 1" 32 16 25 18 22 27
18 10 25 18 16 19 16 17
25 16 18 16 17 19 32 20

Source: ECHP, 1994

The European Community Household Panel (ECHP) is a multi-dimensional survey covering several subjects:
socio-demographic features, employment, income, health, education, housing, migration, etc. Given that it is a panel
survey, the individuals in the initial sample are, insofar as possible, interviewed overseveral consecutive years.
The survey is based on a harmonised questionnaire, the Community version of which was compiled by Eurostat
and then adapted by national data collection units in the light of each country’s particularifes. The first wave of the
survey was conducted in 1994. The total sample was some 60 500 households (about 170 000 people, 130 000 of
whom were over 15 years of age) in EUR 12. Austria and Finland are now part of the project.
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