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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

In collaboration with the Member States the Commission of 
the European Communities has established the "Excise duty 
rates tables" showing rates in force in the Member States of 
the EC on 1 January 1991. 

This publication aims to provide up-to-date information on 
Member States' main excise duty rates as they apply to 
typical products. 

It is intended that Member States will regularly communicate 
to the Commission all modifications of the rates covered by 
this publication and that revised editions of the tables 
will be published at annual intervals. 

For more detailed information the Commission's 
of Taxes" should be consulted. 

Rue de la Loi 200 
B 1049 Brussels 
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PRICE STRUCTURE OF MAJOR PRODUCT GROUPS 

The attached graphs show the various elements making up the 
retail selling price of representative products and are 
based on the tax situation in the various Member States on 
01-01-1991 as notified to the Commission. 

In the case of spirits, wine and beer, where a wide price 
range prevails, the assumed non-tax elements of prices are 
intended to be representative averages. These pr1ces are 
based on the Statistical Office's Hosehold Budget Survey. 
Prices in the Member States have been averaged to attempt to 
identify a theoretical representative product. Accordingly 
actual prices in Member states may differ. 

For mineral oils, prices are those published in the Oil
Bulletin for 1 January 1991. 

For cigarettes, prices are those indicated in the summary of 
tax structures on cigarettes of the most popular price 
category in the EEC Member States as at 1 January 1991 (see 
page 19 and 20). 
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TAX INCIDENCE IN THE RETAIL PRICE 
FOR 1,000 KG HEAVY FUEL OIL 

Germany !:representing the excise duty rate for heating 
purposes 

Germany 2:representing the excise duty rate for 
electricity generation 

Greece !:representing the excise duty rate for heavy 
fuel oil with a low sulphur content 

Greece 2:representing the excise duty rate for heavy 
fuel oil with a higher sulphur content 

France l:representing the excise duty rate for heavy 
fuel oil with more than 2% sulphur 

France 2:representing the excise duty rate for heavy 
fuel oil with 2% or less sulphur 
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VI 

REVENUE FROM TAXES ON CONSUMPTION (EXCISE 
DUTIES AND SIMILAR CHARGES) OTHER THAN VAT 

1988 1989 1990 

a) ETHYL ALCOHOL AND ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

b) MINERAL OILS 

c) MANUFACTURED TOBACCO 
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